Mark Austin conducting the children, with Chris Hill on bass and Matthew Green on percussion

Our Outreach concert June 2018
Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat is always a popular choice for performers
and audiences. But what made our Outreach concert on 29th June so entertaining was
the quality and variety of items performed on the theme of Colours in Music.
The Outreach Programme's Musical Lead, Mark Austin, devised the concert programme.
Mark produced two lovely arrangements of traditional songs - Greensleeves and
Lavender's Blue, both of which The Bach Choir sang with the children.
Some 170 children from six schools in the boroughs of Hammersmith & Fulham,
Kensington & Chelsea and Westminster took part. The children opened the concert with I
Can Sing a Rainbow. Then each school performed a song on their own, including Yellow
Submarine, Blue Suede Shoes and True Colours.
The Bach Choir sang Gloria by Vivaldi, known as the Red Priest. The last item in the first
half was the theme from The Pink Panther, which the children had practised
enthusiastically during the year. They and the Choir were conducted by The Bach Choir's
Musical Director, David Hill, and accompanied by Philip Scriven on the piano, Chris Hill on
bass and Matthew Green on percussion.
For the big piece, Joseph, we were conducted by Mark Austin and joined by three
professional singers - Lizzie Holmes as Narrator, Alistair Ollerenshaw as Pharaoh, and
Alex Haigh as Joseph, in a many-coloured cape. Alex was already known to the children
as he had led several of our workshops in the schools during the year.

Alex Haigh as Joseph and Lizzie Holmes, Narrator, with The Bach Choir

Witty words and great tunes in different styles distinguish this retelling of a well known
story in the Bible and the Koran. Pharaoh sounded remarkably like Elvis Presley and the
defence of Benjamin was a delightful calypso. The men of the Choir mainly acted as
Joseph's brothers, while members of the Choir took the small solo parts. The children
joined in some rousing choruses, such as Go, Go, Go Joseph. And the last number, Any
dream will do, brought everyone together with a tune that stayed in our heads long after
the concert was over.
The schools taking part in the concert in Hammersmith Town Hall were:
ARK Brunel Primary Academy
St Barnabas C of E Primary School
Holy Cross Catholic Primary School
St Joseph's Catholic Primary School
St Stephen's C of E Primary School
Wilberforce Primary School
The compere for the evening, introducing the items in the concert, was Chloë Treharne,
Outreach Administrator for the past four years.

