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Handel was, and remains a master of the grand panoramic chora work, providing a sound
picture which imbues both his operas and oratorios. It isasif hislarge and extrovert
personality animates them with energy, a breadth of musical language and lively rhythms,
all of which abound in this CD.

Thisfine, resolutely English recording conveys the joy and vitality of the music as
masterfully as may be expected from The Bach Choir with their long experience of
performing Handel. Like others, the composer left hisimprint on the British musical
scene. The sustained flexibility and tonal precision in this CD’s extracts are deeply
satisfying, providing an intense sense of drama through expressive and well-tempered
phrasing. As soloists, both Carolyn Sampson and Robin Blaze give performances that
are stylistically entirely fitting.
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